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PRESS RELEASE

Cenzo Townshend Adds PMC Speakers To His Custom-built Studio
The Award-winning mix engineer now has PMC twotwo.5 speakers in his main mix room at Decoy Studios in Suffolk.
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Biggleswade, UK. March 31st 2017: Mix Engineer Cenzo Townshend has installed a pair of PMC twotwo.5 nearfield monitors in the mix room at Decoy Studios (www.decoysound.com), the White Mark-designed facility he established in a converted barn in rural Suffolk.
Since moving out of London in 2013, Cenzo has rarely stopped working, mixing hit singles and/or albums for a star-studded list of artists, including Florence and the Machine, The Maccabees, Christine and the Queens, Franz Ferdinand & Sparks, George Ezra, Kaiser Chiefs, Maximo Park, Jake Bugg and James Blunt — the list comprising an anthology of recent modern popular music in all styles from You Me At Six to Sophie Ellis-Bextor. 
Initially providing SSL-based mixing facilities for Cenzo to work in, Decoy Studios has expanded to additionally incorporate recording spaces: a beautiful live room, a control room based around an Audient Heritage Edition console, and a compact overdub/vocal chamber furnished in the style of an Edwardian gentleman's library. The expansion is paying off — four number one albums have been mixed at Decoy to date, and judging by the sheer amount of work from high-profile artists pouring in to the studios daily, they are unlikely to be the last.

The recording facilities at Decoy have also been much used in recent months due to their proximity to Framlingham, the home of Suffolk's most famous recent export. Singer/songwriter Ed Sheeran recorded some of the tracks featured on his smash 2017 album ÷ at the studio, and his recent collaboration with James Blunt, the single 'Make Me Better' from Blunt's new album The Afterlove, was also completely recorded (and mixed by Townshend) at Decoy.

Cenzo Townshend is renowned for not favouring a particular brand of monitors when mixing, and likes to essay work-in-progress on several permanently installed monitors in his mix room, including Yamaha's classic NS10s and a Pure digital radio, which he employs to check radio mixes. The PMC twotwo.5s have now been added to the reference monitors permanently installed in the mix room (when the pictures below were taken, they were situated next to the Pure radio, and opposite Cenzo's mixing position by his Pro Tools workstation, but the precise layout is flexible and is constantly changing). 
"I think the PMCs are wonderful and sound great," he explains, taking a break from mixing a new Maximo Park single. “I love all my Listening to different sets helps me get a different perspective on things, quite literally — that's why I like having to change my position to listen to the different monitors."

However, that's not to say that the PMCs are interchangeable tools in Cenzo's mixing armoury. "I like the twotwos when I'm working on vocals," he goes on. "They really open up the top end of vocals, specifically — if I've overdone something, if it's a bit unnatural in the high frequencies, or a de-esser is grabbing, for example, they reveal that to me instantly — far better than my NS10s do. At the low end, I can work very quietly if I choose, but still hear the definition between the kick drum and the bass — and the PMCs will very quickly reveal to me if I've got phase problems between the two. The other week I was struggling with this very dense track, and wasn't sure how best to proceed. I decided to play the mix-in-progress on the PMCs. Quite quickly, I was able to identify and make some small adjustments which opened everything up."

Nor are the twotwos used solely for highly analytical purposes in the studio. "They're also really pleasant to listen to," admits Cenzo. "….and I also love my other loudspeakers. I like listening to music on them when I'm not mixing. I've had some raised eyebrows when people come in and see me listening to these compact PMCs either side of my digital radio, but I say 'Well — just listen'. Then they all say, "Oh, I get it now!".

At the time of writing, Cenzo Townshend has just finished mixing albums for Stuart Price's new protegés Face, George Ezra's brother Ethan Barnett (who records as Ten Tonnes, and whose debut album was produced by Hugo White of Maccabees), Christine and the Queens, Justice, and The Sherlocks. His next projects are albums by Rat Boy, Everything Everything, and Magic Gang. Expect to see all of them at the top of a national chart near you before long.

To see a short video about Cenzo's recent work at Decoy from PMC's recent visit, please follow this link: https://vimeo.com/210788348
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Top row, left: Cenzo Townshend in the main mix room at Decoy Studios, Suffolk, with his PMC twotwo.5s. Centre: classic Suffolk ‘big skies’ are the order of the day outside Decoy (and inside, thanks to the studios’ many windows). Right: the beautiful live room at Decoy, which occupies the centre section of the original high-ceilinged barn. Bottom row, left: from valve amps to Pro Tools — part of Decoy’s signature blend of the finest in analogue and digital tech, with plenty of natural light. Right: the PMC twotwo.5s atop Cenzo’s beloved Hiwatt 50 amp head.
High-resolution versions of these images may be obtained by loading the following link:
http://tinyurl.com/PMCDecoyPR
 About PMC
PMC is a UK-based, world-leading manufacturer of loudspeaker systems, the tools of choice in all ultra-critical professional monitoring applications, and also for the discerning audiophile at home, where they provide a transparent window into the recording artist's original intentions. PMC products use the best available materials and design principles, including the company's proprietary Advanced Transmission Line (ATL™) bass-loading technology, cutting-edge amplification and advanced DSP techniques to create loudspeakers that present sound and music exactly as it was when first created, with the highest possible resolution, and without coloration or distortion. For more information on our clients and products, see www.pmc-speakers.com.
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