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White Mark Helps Maris Move Elephant Studios at LSBU To A Temporary New Home

The acoustic design experts were called in to ensure that LSBU’s temporary Film & Television teaching facilities reflected current industry standards.
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London, UK. October 11th 2019: Acoustic design consultancy White Mark has been working closely with Maris Interiors to help move some of the technical facilities at London Southbank University’s Elephant Studios on London Road to a temporary site on nearby Borough Road.

Opened in 2016 by former Chair of the BBC Lord Michael Grade, Elephant Studios at LSBU is a multi-million pound media studio complex that provides cutting-edge facilities to students at LSBU’s School of Arts and Creative Industries. This interlinked space offers high-specification production facilities that are at the forefront of digital technologies and multimedia practice.

However, over the next two years building work being carried out in the basement of the London Road site has rendered some the facilities, especially those that involve audio, unviable for some time. As a result, LSBU decided to move Elephant Studios to a temporary site on Borough Road so that degree students could continue to have access to high quality facilities.

Paul Tulit, project manager at Maris which was tasked with handling the design and build of the Borough Road site, says: “Although this is a temporary space, it was imperative that the technical and teaching facilities were of equal specification to those LSBU was vacating on London Road. White Mark’s knowledge and experience of building film and television facilities helped us deliver this project to the desired level of quality and performance - indeed in most cases we have exceeded the specifications of the London Road facilities.”

Tulit adds that White Mark was chosen as acoustic design partners because the two companies have delivered successful projects together in the past. 

“We’ve known the White Mark team for 15 years and have always been very happy working with them,” he says.

Moving Elephant Studios to Borough Road required Maris to build a number of facilities including an Atmos-capable audio dubbing suite, a film studio, a newsroom, a green room and 10 edit and film grading rooms.

White Mark Director Alan Cundell says: “We at White Mark have long felt that students, particularly those in higher education, deserve to use facilities that are designed and built to the same standards as those in the commercial sector, and we were very pleased to be asked by Maris to help deliver such studios for LSBU. We are particularly pleased that, although the brief was for temporary facilities, the decision has been taken to retain the Atmos-capable dubbing studio as a permanent additional resource.”
Although it was important to ensure that technical specifications were met, Paul Tulit says it was equally important to focus on the aesthetics of the building.

“Students spend a large proportion of their time in their place of study and while this may only be a temporary space for LSBU, it could be that a student will spend the majority of his or her course in this temporary space,” he says. “We have been very conscious of this and have included bright, open spaces in our design. The incorporation of colour and graphics all help bring the space to life and will have a positive impact on a students’ mood and productivity. Functional materials have also been used, especially in spaces such as the dubbing suite, to ensure their success.”

London South Bank University began life as the Borough Polytechnic Institute in 1892 and is now one of the oldest universities in central London. Based in the London Borough of Southwark near the South Bank of the river Thames, LSBU caters for over 25,000 students and has a staff of 1,700.  The temporary home for Elephant Studio is now open and is already being used by current LSBU students.
-ends-

About White Mark:

Established in 1997 by David Bell, John Dunnill, Derek Buckingham and Alan Cundell, White Mark Ltd specialises in production facilities for music recording and the film and television industries. Over the last 21 years it has designed and supervised the construction of over 600 production suites worldwide. The company’s impressive client list encompasses some of the world’s most famous music recording facilities including Peter Gabriel’s Real World Studios in the UK, Germano Studios in New York, Hit Factory/Criteria Recording Studios in Miami, Strongroom in London and private studios for producers and musicians such as William Orbit and Damon Albarn. Most recently, The Sanctuary complex at the Albany Resort in Nassau, the Bahamas has been opened to wide acclaim. In the area of audio post production, White Mark has completed over 180 audio studios and many broadcast and video editing facilities for more than 50 companies in Soho alone. The list of clients includes Grand Central, Hackenbacker, Envy, De Lane Lea, Scramble, Lipsync, Molinare, DeLuxe, 750mph, NBC/Universal, Wave, Unit, Soho Square and Boom. Advertising agency clients include worldwide facilities for Hogarth International and AMV/BBDO on four continents.
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