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PRESS RELEASE

Eastcote Chooses PMC Monitors For New Dolby Atmos Music Mixing Studio

This legendary studio facility in West London chose PMC because the company’s monitors deliver the clarity and precision needed for this exciting new immersive audio format.
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Biggleswade, UK. July 5th 2021: The quality and diversity of PMC’s professional loudspeaker range was a key reason why Dyre Gormsen chose the brand’s monitors for Eastcote Studio’s new Dolby Atmos music mixing room.

Housed in Eastcote’s Mastering studio, which has been completely revamped to accommodate the new system, the monitoring system incorporates PMC result6 speakers in an LCR formation and PMC Wafer2 monitors for the height and surround channels. The system was supplied by HHB, which also supplied Crown amplifiers, a Pro Tools/MTRX Studio audio interface and a MARANTZ Dolby Atmos receiver for reference. 

“I chose PMC monitors after visiting the company’s Dolby Atmos demo studio in London,” Gormsen says. “I was looking into different monitoring solutions but felt that PMC speakers were the best option for my room. They seemed to be pretty much on the same page as I especially like the clarity of their monitors and the fact that they offer me an extremely precise reference point.”

Based in London’s Ladbroke Grove, Eastcote Studios has been a major landmark on the UK recording studio map for more than four decades. Originally founded in the 1970s by Chaz Jankel from Ian Dury & The Blockheads and engineer Philip Bagenal and now owned by acclaimed producer and musician Martin Terefe, Eastcote Studios has played host to a diverse range of artists including Adele, Arctic Monkeys, Mumford & Sons, Depeche Mode, Placebo, Electrica, Neneh Cherry, Tricky, Seal, Suede and Massive Attack, who recorded their seminal album Blue Lines at the facility. 

Gormsen began his career as a freelance live sound engineer in Denmark in 1993 and has accumulated plenty of studio experience – both as the owner of his own facility, Sauna Recording Studios in Copenhagen, and at others such as Vega Copenhagen. He moved to London in 2003 and soon after he started working at Kensal Town Studios as Martin Terefe’s engineer. He is also Head of Sound at Laylow, a London-based private members club.

As Director and Main Engineer at Eastcote Mastering, Gormsen has played a crucial role in guiding the studio towards Dolby’s Atmos immersive audio mixing format.

“When I first came across Dolby Atmos for music and realised the power of immersive sound on headphones, there was no way back for me,” he says. “This format is extremely attractive for the listener, both on headphones and speaker systems.”

To accommodate this new way of mixing, Eastcote’s mastering studio was upgraded from a normal stereo setup to a 7.1.4 Dolby Atmos system. The whole process took six months to complete, from initial planning to the final two weeks of building and installation. 

“We decided to install the Atmos rig in the Mastering Room because it gives me the option to work both mix and mastering rig and the new Dolby rig together for perfect control,” Gormsen says. “We worked closely with Dolby to ensure that the room fitted their Atmos specifications and it was a very exciting and eye opening project. Throughout the process, HHB was extremely helpful and offered plenty of advice and expertise on the technology behind Atmos. They were absolutely brilliant. PMC came in quite late during the design process but were extremely efficient and helpful in finding the right combination of speakers for my room. In general this whole project has been an extremely positive experience.”

Gormsen adds that the collaboration between Dolby, HHB and PMC working very well and he is happy with the results achieved at Eastcote.

“Embracing the Atmos Music Mixing format has been a pretty steep learning curve but it is extremely exciting to enter this new world of sound,” he says. “I'm really enjoying mixing Dolby Atmos and we have already undertaken a number of projects including Jack Savoretti's new album Europiana, and tracks from new and emerging artists like Henjilla and Sitrekin, which are available on Apple Music. There is a lot of interest and curiosity around Atmos Music and my clients are keen to try it.”

Gormsen adds that Apple Music’s decision to embrace immersive audio is also a great boost.

“It’s about time music got an alternative to stereo and over compressed, loud masters,” he says. “I do believe there is room for both as it's two different experiences, and I'm hoping Apple’s involvement will inspire artists and producers to make great sounds in Atmos and in stereo so that music sounds even better. We are in 2021 and we need better sound than mp3.”
-ends-

About PMC

PMC is a UK-based, world-leading manufacturer of loudspeaker systems, the tools of choice in all ultra-critical professional monitoring applications, and also for the discerning audiophile at home, where they provide a transparent window into the recording artist's original intentions. PMC products use the best available materials and design principles, including the company's proprietary Advanced Transmission Line (ATL™) bass-loading technology, cutting-edge amplification and advanced DSP techniques to create loudspeakers that present sound and music exactly as it was when first created, with the highest possible resolution, and without coloration or distortion. For more information on our clients and products, see www.pmc-speakers.com.
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