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ASL uses dScope for R&D and production line testing of public address and voice alarm products


London, UK: Lewes-based Application Solutions (Safety and Security) Limited, a specialist in developing Public Address and Voice Alarm Systems for the rail and airport industries, is utilising four dScope Series III audio analyzers from Prism Sound for the R&D and production line testing of its PA/VA range of products.

“For me what sets the instrument apart is how simply the automated tests can be created and scaled up to multichannel testing by the use of dScope Switchers,” comments the company’s Production Engineer Terry Donoghue. “Also, we use dScope Series III script serial port functions for programming on-board devices. We've found that many programs have a command line interface that can be driven directly by dScope. This means we can often avoid a separate programming operation during production.”

The dScope Series III audio analyzer is an industrial strength audio test and measurement system comprising a Windows PC software application coupled with an external high-precision audio interface processor for equipment-under-test (EUT) connections. It is highly programmable, making it ideal for production test automation and for specialised custom audio analysis. 

Having previously worked with Prism Sound’s Engineering Director, Ian Dennis,  Donoghue knew exactly what he was getting when he ordered the instrument. “I was already aware of the comprehensive feature set offered by dScope Series III and the cost benefits compared to the competition,” he says. “I also had first-hand experience of the no compromise design ethos fostered by Ian Dennis, so had no hesitation recommending Prism Sound products to ASL.”

ASL is using the instruments in two main ways. Firstly, design engineers use it to test new products, with DSP and software engineers using dScope Series III extensively for evaluating EQ and other functions, and analogue engineers using it for optimising the audio performance of their designs. Then there’s production line testing. 
“This is now our main production line test equipment,” says Donoghue. “dScope Series III automation is used both for PCB assembly level and final assembly level testing.”

This has helped the company push the technology to new heights. At London’s St Pancras station, for example, it has recently supplied the ground breaking new 'iVENCS' IP based Station Control System, which is a fully integrated safety and security control system with a user interface based on a 3D model of the entire station. 

“When I started working at ASL, audio production line testing was mostly done using a competitor’s system with manual instructions for setting audio parameters. I could immediately see the time saving benefits of replacing that system with dScope Series III and using automated test scripts,” concludes Donoghue. “All new audio designs use dScope for R&D and production line testing and some older tests have now been converted, too.”
Simon Woollard, Applications Engineer for Prism Sound, adds: “This application is a great example of how a unified audio test and measurement platform can really streamline the process of taking a product all the way from the design phase through to the production-line testing. When all engineers are using the same platform, it can really pay off in terms of allowing test configurations, sequences and results to be shared quickly and easily. I am pleased to see that Terry and his engineering colleagues are really maximising the horsepower of their dScope III systems to exert downward pressure on their product development cycles and to maximise their production line throughput.”
-ends-

Note To Editors

The name Prism is widely used in different markets and by many different companies worldwide. The Cambridge-based UK manufacturer of audio interfaces, test and measurement equipment and logging systems, to whom this press release refers, seeks to avoid commercial confusion with these other markets and companies by always using its full name, Prism Sound, in its commercial communications. To avoid further action by these companies, Prism Sound respectfully ask that this convention be followed in print and on-line media which refer to their company and products. Thank you.

About Prism Sound 

Founded in 1987, Prism Sound manufacture high-quality professional digital audio equipment for the International broadcast, film, music production, manufacturing and telecommunications sectors. The range now includes SADiE digital audio workstations and location recorders. Prism Sound also manufactures audio test and measurement products such as the DSA-1 and the dScope Series III audio analyzer.

For more information please visit www.sadie.com or www.prismsound.com
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