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MPG Chairman Steve Levine Demonstrates The Role Of The 21st Century Record Producer


London, UK: Record Producer Steve Levine, chairman of the Music Producers Guild (UK), has secured a publishing deal with Chrysalis for Patch William, a four-piece band signed to Levine’s own Hubris Records label.

The deal, which was announced this week, is a perfect example of the role record producers play in finding and developing new talent. Levine has been nurturing Patch William for nearly two years after he was introduced to them by his daughter Rosie, while at Bristol University with the band’s drummer Ed Adlard.

“It’s no longer just a question of working with a band once they are signed and ready to go into a studio,” Steve Levine explains. “The industry has changed and so has our role within it. We’re now actively looking for new talent and, in my case at least, signing them to our own record labels. This new business model means that we can react much more quickly if we are approached for a licensing deal. In point of fact this happened last week: not only have we licensed a track, but I was also able to supply the music supervisor with an instrumental version and a recently recorded acoustic version. They were impressed with the speed and ease with which we completed the deal and sent the master recordings to them.  As a result we get more exposure, which we really need at this early stage of the band’s career.”

Levine adds that when he started talking to Chrysalis, they were delighted to have Hubris Records involved and wanted the arrangement to continue because Levine and the band had developed such a strong relationship. 

“Chrysalis will also represent Hubris Records for the sound recording rights,” Levine adds. “They have a very strong international synchronisation licensing team and this way we can offer music users a one stop licensing solution. I strongly believe this is the way forward for artists who work outside the major label environment.”

The band are enthusiastic members of PRS for music and PPL, as well as the Musicians Union.  Any exploitation of the songs or the sound recordings will generate much needed income for them.

Ben Bodie, Chrysalis’ Head of A & R for the UK and Europe, says: “We are all very happy to be working with Patch William and Steve Levine and believe that Chrysalis is in a position to take the group to the next level.”

Based in London, Patch William consists of brothers Will and Ed Adlard, and friends George Eddy and Ali Digby. Since their first gig at Bristol University in the summer of 2007, the band’s unique and crafted sound has seen them receive a host of acclaim. Following their lucky run-in with producer Steve Levine, a Maida Vale session for “BBC Introducing” with Tom Robinson and ever increasing radio play, Patch William release their debut, eponymously titled album. As fan Stephen Fry suggested on his twitter page, “Might Patch William be the next big thing? They seem rather wonderful to me.”

Stephen Fry has invited the band to headline a fundraising gig in May for the charity MIND.

“The band is going from strength to strength,” Steve Levine adds. “I signed them to Hubris in the summer of 2008 and since then they have played regular gigs in London, including a residency at the Troubadour. They have also notched up some important radio exposure as a result of some impressive live acoustic sessions.

With the aid of a basement full of vintage amps at Will and Ed’s house they rehearse and craft their song writing skills. Patch William have developed a raw but delicate live sound which moves from energetic, powerful guitar riffs and complex drum beats to atmospheric and lyrical sections with the magical blend of Ali’s harmonies complimenting Will’s distinctive lead vocals holding it all together. 
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About Music Producers Guild (UK):
The Music Producers Guild (UK) is an independent and democratic organisation that encourages the highest standards of music production, and actively engages with other music industry organisations to campaign and lobby on matters of important mutual interest. 
The MPG represents and promotes the interests of all those involved in the production of recorded music, including producers, engineers, mixers, re-mixers, programmers and mastering engineers.
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