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Island Records Founder Chris Blackwell to Receive An Outstanding Contribution Award From The Music Producers Guild 

London, UK:  Island Records founder Chris Blackwell will receive the Outstanding Contribution to UK Music Award at this year’s Music Producers Guild Awards, which take place on February 11th at the Café de Paris in London (www.mpgawards.co.uk).

Music licensing company PPL, which licenses recorded music on behalf of 5,000 record companies and 42,000 performers in the UK, is sponsoring this Award – a new category for 2010. 
Jonathan Morrish, PPL’s Director of PR an Corporate Communications, says: “We are delighted that, for the first time, we are involved as a headline sponsor in the 2010 Music Producers Guild Awards because they provide a welcome opportunity to highlight the creative input and important work, which is often overlooked, that producers bring to the recording process. PPL is also thrilled to sponsor the inaugural Outstanding Contribution Award. Its recipient, Chris Blackwell, is a worthy winner whose work and vision, creativity and empathy, has inspired countless musicians, of all genres, around the world for over half a century."
 
This award to Chris Blackwell comes as Island Records completes its 50th anniversary celebrations. 
Although he was born in London, Blackwell mainly grew up in Jamaica where his mother had ancestral roots. He founded Island in 1959 when he was just 22, with an initial investment of $1,000. Island debuted with a jazz album by Bermudan pianist Lance Haywood.  In 1964 Chris Blackwell produced a worldwide hit called ‘My Boy Lollipop’, sung by a 16-year-old girl called Millie; the song was given a ska arrangement by the great Jamaican jazz guitarist Ernest Ranglin. ‘It came out exactly as I heard it in my head. I knew it was a hit,’ said Blackwell. The tune sold six million copies and Millie toured the world.

Free, Jethro Tull, King Crimson, Robert Palmer, Cat Stevens, Nick Drake and the Spencer Davis Group featuring singer Stevie Winwood are among the artists who benefited from Blackwell’s visionary approach. However it was his signing of Bob Marley in 1971 that really defined Island and made Blackwell the single person most responsible for turning the world on to reggae music.  
During the1970s, Island signed many more reggae masters including Toots and the Maytals, Third World, Black Uhuru, Burning Spear, and Sly & Robbie. Blackwell maintained his interest in progressive rock by signing artists such as Roxy Music, Brian Eno, John Cale, and Marianne Faithfull, and he also extended island’s influence into punk and New Wave with signings such as U2, the Cranberries, Melissa Etheridge and Tom Waits. 

Blackwell sold his stake in Island in 1989 and resigned from the company in 1997. Almost immediately after selling Island Records, Blackwell invested in a number of Miami hotelscand became a key player in the renaissance of South Beach. He also set up Palm Pictures and expand his interest in his native Jamaica through his Island Outpost hotel chain. This now has the Strawberry Hill development in the Blue Mountains and represents other landmark hotels that fit Blackwell’s vision.
Blackwell was inducted into The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2001 and has also been awarded the Order of Jamaica for philanthropy and outstanding contribution to the entertainment industry. 
Commenting on the Music Producers Guild’s decision to honour him, MPG chairman Steve Levine says: “The Outstanding Contribution Award acknowledges those who have made a significant contribution over a long period of time to the success of the UK music recording industry. This may be a producer or engineer, but it can equally be a manager, an A&R person or even a great artist. Chris Blackwell is certainly a worthy recipient and we’re delighted to be able to honour him with this award.”

The Music Producers Guild Awards 2010 will once again collaborate with the BRITS to present the winner of its Producer of the Year category with a BRIT Award for Best Producer. 

There will be 15 categories in total, including Producer of the Year, Recording Engineer of the Year, Best Mixer, Best Mastering Engineer and the Joe Meek Award for Innovation in Production.

Tickets for the Awards are now on sale at a cost £80 plus VAT for Balcony standing tickets and £105 plus VAT for Balcony seated tickets. To reserve your ticket, please telephone Linzi Young 020 7287 4655. 
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About Music Producers Guild (UK):

The Music Producers Guild (UK) is an independent and democratic organisation that encourages the highest standards of music production, and actively engages with other music industry organisations to campaign and lobby on matters of important mutual interest. 

The MPG represents and promotes the interests of all those involved in the production of recorded music, including producers, engineers, mixers, re-mixers, programmers and mastering engineers.

About PPL

PPL is the London-based music licensing company which, on behalf of 42,000 performers and 5,000 record companies in the UK, licenses recorded music.  In addition, the company has 45 bilateral agreements with similar organisations around the world representing a further 4,000 record companies and 31,000 performers. 
This enables TV and radio stations, online streaming services and hundreds of thousands of shops, pubs and others using music in their business to obtain a single licence comprising millions of recordings.

As a music industry service, the company does not retain any profit for itself. The costs of collecting, processing and distributing the licence fees are taken from the gross revenues that the company collects. All these revenues are distributed and paid to all PPL's record company and performer members. These include featured artists as well as session musicians, ranging from orchestral players to percussionists, producers and to singers. There is no joining fee or administration charge and the company actively seeks members. Cost-to revenue ratio has remained at the 2007 levels of 14.6% despite increasing investment in technology. 
PPL’s role and remit increases year on year given the increasing amount of data. For example the company receives details electronically on a weekly basis for, on average, 6,500 new recordings.  Once this data has been fed into its own databases, that data is then passed on to PRS for Music for it to administer the relevant copying rights on behalf of the songwriters, composers and publishers.  PPL also provides that data on to the Official Charts Company for the purpose of the charts, and also to the BPI (British Phonographic Industry) and IFPI (International Federation of Phonographic Industry) for anti-piracy purposes.

PPL’s other areas of operations include VPL, PPL Repertoire Database and PPL Video Store. 
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