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MPG Patron Robin Millar Receives An Honorary Professorship From Thames Valley University 

London, UK:  Robin Millar, patron and former chairman of the Music Producers Guild UK (MPG), will be awarded an honorary professorship by Thames Valley University’s Faculty of the Arts at a Conferment ceremony to be held at the Barbican, London, on November 16th, 2007.

Robin Millar is one of the country's most successful record producers, with 44 No. 1 hits and 150 platinum, gold and silver records to his credit. He first achieved worldwide recognition as Sade's producer and has also worked with David Gray, Keisha White, Sting, Eric Clapton, Randy Crawford, Everything But The Girl and the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra.  

More recently, Millar has become recognised as an academic, mentor to FTSE business leaders, fundraiser and champion for vulnerable people and as a spokesman to the Government for the music sector. A music patron of the UNHCR, he has been blind since the age of 16.

Chris O'Neil, Dean of TVU’s Faculty of the Arts, says: “Thames Valley University has always been at the forefront of university engagement with professionals in a wide range of industries. We also have a long history of music and the arts at the university. Therefore, it is only right that we should recognise and honour Robin as the innovative, ground breaking and inspirational role model he is to our students, our staff and the world of music.”
Christopher Batchelor, Head of London College of Music at TVU, adds: “We are delighted that Robin has agreed to accept an honorary professorship from TVU. Robin has already made a unique and very significant contribution to Music Technology within the London College of Music and this is a timely way of recognising his illustrious career within Record Production. Robin has made clear his wish to become more closely involved with LCM and we look forward to a number of opportunities, through which our students can encounter Robin and benefit from his legendry wealth of experience.”

Commenting on his award, Robin Millar says: “This is a great honour and I am delighted that the world of academia has acknowledged the art of record production by recognising it as a real, tangible and measurable discipline. Record production is a skill that can - and should - be learned because the role of the producer is vital to the success of the entire music industry.”

Millar adds that while the importance of the producer is understood by the successful, it is sadly not understood at the point where it really matters – at those early stages of an artist’s career when the expertise and guidance a producer brings to a project can make all the difference. 

“It is interesting to note that of the 100 all-time best-selling albums, only four were recorded without a producer,” he says. “It is a great pity that the music industry still fails to recognise the importance of the producer’s role. The BRITS, for example, doesn’t even have an award category for Best Producer. Frankly, that’s like having the Oscars without a Best Director award.”

Millar’s involvement with TVU began when he gave the keynote speech at the first, annual Art of Record Production Conference in 2005 – and event that was co-founded by the MPG. 

Simon Zagorski-Thomas, Senior Lecturer in Music and Music Technology, London College of Music, TVU, Director of the Art of Record Production Conferences and Editor of the Journal on the Art of Record Production, says: “The London College of Music at TVU has the largest music technology university department in the world and one of our primary research specialisms is record production. We were extremely honoured when Robin agreed to be our first Art of Record Production Conference keynote speaker and since then he has been very supportive of both the ARP Conferences and JARP (the Journal on the Art of Record Production). He has also shared his wisdom and experience with LCM students at both our degree show and at the special 120th Anniversary LCM Event ‘Breaking Records’. He has been pivotal in forging links between industry and academia and I think it’s fantastic that through this honorarium TVU is leading the way in recognising the role of the record producer as being a crucial artistic force in the creation of recorded music.” 

Robin Millar’s honorary professorship is one of four awards being made this year by Thames Valley University. The other recipients are tenor John Treleaven, best known for his role of Siegfried in Wagners' Der Ring des Nibelungen, which he is currently performing at the Royal Opera House;  Karl Jenkins OBE, one of the UK’s most popular classical composers (Adiemus, The Armed Man and Requiem), whose varied career has covered jazz, progrock and composing advertising music for companies such as Levis, British Airways, Renault, Volvo, and Pepsi, and digital arts pioneer Roy Ascott, Professor of Technoetic Art at the University of Plymouth, founding president of international research group the Planetary Collegium, and visiting professor in design and media arts at the University of California.
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Picture Caption: Robin Millar.  For a high resolution version of this image please contact sue@whitenoisepr.co.uk
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