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PRESS RELEASE

January 19th 2009

The Music Producers Guild Honours Brian Eno With Its Joe Meek Award For Innovation In Production 

London, UK:  The Music Producers Guild (UK) is delighted to announce that Brian Eno will be the first recipient of its Joe Meek Award for Innovation in Production. The Award will be one of 14 presented at the Music Producers Guild’s Award event at the Cafe de Paris, London, on February 12th 2009.

Although generally viewed as a ‘behind the scenes’ role, the contribution made by recording professionals to the success of the UK’s music industry is one that should never be underestimated. The Music Producers Guild Awards aim to recognise the talent and creativity of those producers, engineers, mixers, re-mixers and mastering engineers who are so often the driving forces behind the hit records that we all enjoy.

Many nominations were received for this very special award and after careful consideration the Music Producers Guild’s voting members narrowed the field down to three – Bjork, Brian Eno and Mark Ronson – all of whom had a strong claim to the title. 

Announcing Brian Eno as the winner, Music Producers Guild chairman Mike Howlett, who also chaired the judging panel, says: “Eno has for a long time been at the forefront of adventurous and innovative music recording. As a band member, his influence on the originality of Roxy Music is obvious, while as a producer, his innovative work on albums such as David Bowie’s Berlin Trilogy is legendary. We have Eno to thank for ambient music, which he pioneered on his own albums Music for Airports, The Plateaux of Mirrors and On Land. He was also one of the first people to use samples (with David Byrne on the album My Life In The Bush Of Ghosts) and he inspired U2 to re-invent themselves with the album The Joshua Tree. 

“Eno is an inspiration to everyone involved in record production and an even greater inspiration and mentor to those he takes under his wing. I can't think of a more appropriate music recordist to receive the first Music Producers Guild Joe Meek Award for Innovation in Production.”

The Joe Meek Award for Innovation in Production recognises the originality and experimentation of the producer. The ability of a great producer to push the boundaries is often imitated thereafter, resulting in the contemporary recording techniques that many musicians now take for granted. 
By naming its Award for Innovation after Joe Meek, the Music Producers Guild is paying homage to this remarkable producer’s pioneering spirit, which continues to manifest itself in the equally pioneering techniques employed by today’s top producers. 
UK producer Joe Meek (1929 – 1967) was renowned for his innovative style and experimental approach towards music production. It was Meek, for example, who introduced the now common technique of removing the front skins of bass drums and moving microphones close to the instruments to create more impact. We also have Meek to thank for techniques in the use of echo and reverb, which he introduced into popular music. These have become such an integral part of the recording process that they are now used by virtually every artist and band in the world.

Joe Meek’s most famous hit record, Telstar, was recorded with The Tornados and earned him an Ivor Novello Award. It was also the first single recorded by a British group to hit No. 1 in the US Billboard chart. Other Joe Meek hits include John Leyton's Johnny Remember Me and The Honeycombs' Have I the Right?, which was a No.1 in the UK and entered the US charts at No.5. 

Alongside his reputation for pushing the boundaries of recording, Meek was also known as an eccentric who could be difficult, controlling and sometimes even violent. His life ended in tragedy in 1967 when he shot and killed his landlady before turning the gun on himself. Yet his story and his reputation live on, most recently enhanced by the film, Telstar, starring Con O’Neill, Kevin Spacey and Pam Ferris, which was premiered at the London Film Festival in October 2008.

The Music Producers Guild Awards are set to become a highlight of the music industry calendar and tickets for this year’s event are now on sale at a cost £100 plus VAT for standing tickets and £140 plus VAT for seated tickets. An early bird discount is available, reducing the cost to £85 and £125 plus VAT respectively, so book now to avoid disappointment. To reserve your ticket, please telephone 0207 287 4655 or email sue@bubblesqueak.co.uk. You can also order tickets via the MPG website at  http://www.mpgawards.co.uk/tickets.html
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